to the career structure is difficult to assess because some enter NHS posts (as senior registrar or consultant) and some enter university posts. The number of new NHS consultant posts created in the future will be determined by local demand for the specialty, the need for a balance between different specialties and financial factors. The optimum number of trainees can be gauged only when the total number of physicians with a special interest in gastroenterology reaches a constant level so that the number of vacancies likely each year by retirement, death and other reasons, can be forecast.
I thank all the correspondents who have answered my enquiries and the Committee on Gastroenterology of the Royal College of Physicians (London) which encouraged publication of this survey.
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